all untrue, as they proved to be for the Dassera and
the Bakr-Id.
One lesson to be learnt from these rumours is that
we are living a hand-to-mouth life, which is not good
for any State or nation. Every servant of the nation
has to consider seriously the part he has to play towards
the abatement of this corroding nuisance.
KIRPAN AND ITS IMPLICATIONS
It is well to consider at this stage a long letter
from Sardar Santsingh of Lyallpur, former M. L. A.
(Central). He has put up a forcible defence for the
Sikhs. He has read into my prayer speech of last Wed-
nesday a meaning which the words do not bear and
certainly never meant by me. Perhaps the good Sardar
does know my intimate connection with the Sikhs ever
since my return from South Africa in 1915. There was
a time when my word was law to them as to the Hindus
and Muslims. Manners have changed with the times.
But I know that I have not. The Sardar, perhaps, does
not view the present tendency among the Sikhs as I,
their avowed, dispassionate friend without any axe of
my own to grind, can and do. I speak freely and frankly
because I am their true friend. I make bold to say that
many a time the Sikh situation was saved because the
Sikhs in general chose to follow my advice. I need,
therefore, no reminder that I should be cautious about
what I say about the Sikhs or any other community.
Let the Sardar and every Sikh, who wishes well by
them and is not carried away by the prevailing current,
help in ridding the great and brave community from
madness, drunkenness and all the vices that flow from
it. Let them sheathe the sword which they have flourished
loudly and used badly. Let them not be befooled by
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